
     
Monday, October 23rd – Straz Center for the Performing Arts, Jaeb Theater 

8:00 am Check-in and refreshments  

9:00 am – 
9:45 am 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

OPENING REMARKS: 

Welcome, Introductions, and Charge for the Day 
Creative Forces program overview 

Fred Johnson 

Welcome: Judith Lisi 
Sandy Shaughnessy 
Marete Wester 
Jane Chu 

9:45 am – 
10:45 am 

PANEL AND DISCUSSION:  

Treating the Wounds of War: Creative Arts Therapies and Arts Practices in 
Military Treatment Facilities, VA and local Creative Forces clinical sites 

Dr. Sara Kass 
Merrilee K. Jorn  
Lawrence M. Miller 
Natalie Quintana 
Chris Stowe  
Rebecca Vaudreuil 
Cathy Williams 

10:45 am – 
11:00 am 

BREAK  

11:00 am – 
12:00 pm 

PANEL AND DISCUSSION:  

Removing Barriers and Encouraging Greater Public/Private Arts and 
Military Community Collaborations 

Moderator: Andrea Assaf  
Linda Parris-Bailey 
Sheree Greer 
Saori Murphy 
Tyler Tarrant 

12:00 pm – 
1:00 pm 

NETWORKING LUNCH – VETERAN SERVICE MEMBER PERFORMANCE Entertainment by Fred Johnson 

1:00 pm – 
2:45 pm 

KEYNOTE: MILITARY 101 PANEL AND DISCUSSION, BUILDING CAPACITY: 
GETTING FROM CLINICAL TO COMMUNITY 

 What does the arts community need to know about the military 
community? 

 What does the military community needs to know about the arts 
community? 

 
 Build Clinical Understanding 
 Build Art Community Capacity 
 Build Cultural Competencies (art to military and military to art) 
 Build Community Connections 
 Address Challenges 

Welcome: Martine Meredith Collier 
Andrea Assaf 
Nolen Bivens, BGEN, USA, RET 
Dr. Charles Levy 
Ann Marie O’Malley 
Alene Tarter 
Marete Wester 
 

3:00 pm – 
3:15 pm 

BREAK  

3:15 pm – 
4:15 pm 

PANEL AND DISCUSSION: 

Building Bridges 

Moderator: Chris Stowe 
Fred Johnson 
Michael Killoren 

4:15 pm – 
4:45 pm 

WRAP–UP AND SUMMARY OF NEXT STEPS/CHARGE FOR DAY 2 Nolen Bivens, BGEN, USA, RET 
Sandy Shaughnessy 
Marete Wester 

5:00 pm – 
6:00 pm 

RECEPTION at the Tampa Museum of Art Entertainment by Michael Trotter, Jr. 

6:00 pm – 
8:00 pm 

Veterans Community Open Mic: Creative Forces Edition sponsored by 
Art2Action and Kitchen Table Literary Arts at the Tampa Museum of Art 

Hosted by Andrea Assaf and  
Sheree Greer with featured musical 
guest artists, The War & Treaty 

Panels and speakers subject to change. 



     
Tuesday, October 24th – Straz Center for the Performing Arts, Jaeb Theater 

9:00 am – 10:00 am BREAK OUT DISCUSSION GROUPS:  

 Challenges and opportunities to building a sustainable local 
Creative Forces community engagement network 

 Tactics for making it happen 

Nolen Bivens, BGEN, USA, RET 
Ann Marie O’Malley 
Marete Wester 

10:00 am – 10:45 am REPORTS FROM BREAK OUT GROUPS  

10:45 am – 11:00 am BREAK  

TRACK 1: Arts Community Programming 
Jaeb Theater 

TRACK 2: Creative & Military Family Community Programming 
Shimberg Playhouse 

11:00 am – 
12:00 pm 

PANEL AND DISCUSSION: 

Designing Programs for 
Wounded Warriors and 
their families  

 Identify needs for 
military & veterans 
families dealing with 
TBI & PTSD. 

 Arts programming 
strategies in response 
to these needs. 

 Examples of 
programs/case studies. 

Bill O’Brien 
Fred Johnson 
Ann Marie O’Malley 
 

11:00 am – 
12:00 pm 

INTRODUCE CLINICAL TO 
COMMUNITY 
COLLABORATION 

Dr. Charles Levy 
Jill Sonke 
Chris Stowe 
Rebecca Vaudreuil 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm LUNCH WITH GUEST SPEAKER, Karen Pence, Second Lady of the United States 

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm Mobile Glass Lab featuring artists from the Duncan McClellan Gallery 
Located outside the Straz Center 

Mariel Bass 
Josh Cocozza 

1:00 pm – 
2:30 pm 

PANEL AND DISCUSSION: 

Program Support 

 National 
 State 
 Local 
 Private 

 

 

Michael Killoren 
Sandy Shaughnessy 
Terri Simons 
Neil Gobioff 
Matt Spence 

1:00 pm – 
2:00 pm 

Art & Music Therapy 
Workshop 

Michelle Pellito 
Sharon Graham 
Joseph Scarce 

2:00 pm – 
3:00 pm 

Community Arts in the 
Continuum of Care 

Jill Sonke 
Jenny Baxley Lee 
Heather Spooner 

2:30 pm – 
3:15 pm 

One-on-one Grant Meetings Michael Killoren 
Sandy Shaughnessy 
Terri Simons 

3:00 pm – 
3:15 pm 

BREAK  

3:15 pm – 4:15 pm PANEL AND DISCUSSION: 

Measuring Success: Developing Community Impact Metrics 

 Veteran Arts Pilot Study – Case study with Art2Action, VA-PRRC & 
CINDRR, and USF Psychology 

 Creative Forces Community Impact Metrics (in development) 

Developing standardized approaches to support understanding of 
program impact (both clinical and community programs) 

Moderator: Andrea Assaf 
Karen Besterman-Dahan 
Rachel Brink 
Emily Choquette 
Kiersten Downs 
Renee Hangartner 
Patricia Jones 
Marete Wester 

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm OPEN DISCUSSION Nolen Bivens, BGEN, USA, RET 

Panels and speakers subject to change. 


