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No. 1
 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
 

ARTICLE X, SECTION 28
 
(Initiative)
 

Ballot Title:
 
Water and Land Conservation ‐ Dedicates funds to acquire and restore 
Florida conservation and recreation lands 

Ballot Summary: 
Funds the Land Acquisition Trust Fund to acquire, restore, improve, and 
manage conservation lands including wetlands and forests; fish and 
wildlife habitat; lands protecting water resources and drinking water 
sources, including the Everglades, and the water quality of rivers, lakes, 
and streams; beaches and shores; outdoor recreational lands; working 
farms and ranches; and historic or geologic sites, by dedicating 33 
percent of net revenues from the existing excise tax on documents for 
20 years. 

Financial Impact Statement: 
This amendment does not increase or decrease state revenues. The 
state revenue restricted to the purposes specified in the amendment is 
estimated to be $648 million in Fiscal Year 2015‐16 and grows to $1.268 
billion by the twentieth year. Whether this results in any additional 
state expenditures depends upon future legislative actions and cannot 
be determined. Similarly, the impact on local government revenues, if 
any, cannot be determined. No additional local government costs are 
expected. 

Full Text: 
ARTICLE X 

MISCELLANEOUS 
SECTION 28. Land Acquisition Trust Fund.— 
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a) Effective on July 1 of the year following passage of this amendment 
by the voters, and for a period of 20 years after that effective date, the 
Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall receive no less than 33 percent of net 
revenues derived from the existing excise tax on documents, as defined 
in the statutes in effect on January 1, 2012, as amended from time to 
time, or any successor or replacement tax, after the Department of 
Revenue first deducts a service charge to pay the costs of the collection 
and enforcement of the excise tax on documents. 
b) Funds in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall be expended only for 
the following purposes: 
1) As provided by law, to finance or refinance: the acquisition and 
improvement of land, water areas, and related property interests, 
including conservation easements, and resources for conservation 
lands including wetlands, forests, and fish and wildlife habitat; wildlife 
management areas; lands that protect water resources and drinking 
water sources, including lands protecting the water quality and 
quantity of rivers, lakes, streams, springsheds, and lands providing 
recharge for groundwater and aquifer systems; lands in the Everglades 
Agricultural Area and the Everglades Protection Area, as defined in 
Article II, Section 7(b); beaches and shores; outdoor recreation lands, 
including recreational trails, parks, and urban open space; rural 
landscapes; working farms and ranches; historic or geologic sites; 
together with management, restoration of natural systems, and the 
enhancement of public access or recreational enjoyment of 
conservation lands. 
2) To pay the debt service on bonds issued pursuant to Article VII, 
Section 11(e). 
c) The moneys deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, as 
defined by the statutes in effect on January 1, 2012, shall not be or 
become commingled with the General Revenue Fund of the state. 
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No. 2
 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
 

ARTICLE X, SECTION 29
 
(Initiative)
 

Ballot Title: 
Use of Marijuana for Certain Medical Conditions 

Ballot Summary: 
Allows the medical use of marijuana for individuals with debilitating 
diseases as determined by a licensed Florida physician. Allows 
caregivers to assist patients’ medical use of marijuana. The Department 
of Health shall register and regulate centers that produce and distribute 
marijuana for medical purposes and shall issue identification cards to 
patients and caregivers. Applies only to Florida law. Does not authorize 
violations of federal law or any non‐medical use, possession or 
production of marijuana. 

Financial Impact Statement: 
Increased costs from this amendment to state and local governments 
cannot be determined. There will be additional regulatory and 
enforcement activities associated with the production and sale of 
medical marijuana. Fees will offset at least a portion of the regulatory 
costs. While sales tax may apply to purchases, changes in revenue 
cannot reasonably be determined since the extent to which medical 
marijuana will be exempt from taxation is unclear without legislative or 
state administrative action. 

Full Text: 
ARTICLE X 

MISCELLANEOUS 
SECTION 29. Medical marijuana production, possession and use.— 
(a) PUBLIC POLICY. 
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(1) The medical use of marijuana by a qualifying patient or personal 
caregiver is not subject to criminal or civil liability or sanctions under 
Florida law except as provided in this section. 
(2) A physician licensed in Florida shall not be subject to criminal or civil 
liability or sanctions under Florida law for issuing a physician 
certification to a person diagnosed with a debilitating medical condition 
in a manner consistent with this section. 
(3) Actions and conduct by a medical marijuana treatment center 
registered with the Department, or its employees, as permitted by this 
section and in compliance with Department regulations, shall not be 
subject to criminal or civil liability or sanctions under Florida law except 
as provided in this section. 
(b) DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section, the following words and 
terms shall have the following meanings: 
(1) “Debilitating Medical Condition” means cancer, glaucoma, positive 
status for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), hepatitis C, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS), Crohn's disease, Parkinson's disease, multiple sclerosis or other 
conditions for which a physician believes that the medical use of 
marijuana would likely outweigh the potential health risks for a patient. 
(2) “Department” means the Department of Health or its successor 
agency. 
(3) “Identification card” means a document issued by the Department 
that identifies a person who has a physician certification or a personal 
caregiver who is at least twenty‐one (21) years old and has agreed to 
assist with a qualifying patient’s medical use of marijuana. 
(4) “Marijuana” has the meaning given cannabis in Section 893.02(3), 
Florida Statutes (2013). 
(5) “Medical Marijuana Treatment Center” means an entity that 
acquires, cultivates, possesses, processes (including development of 
related products such as food, tinctures, aerosols, oils, or ointments), 
transfers, transports, sells, distributes, dispenses, or administers 
marijuana, products containing marijuana, related supplies, or 
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educational materials to qualifying patients or their personal caregivers 
and is registered by the Department. 
(6) “Medical use” means the acquisition, possession, use, delivery, 
transfer, or administration of marijuana or related supplies by a 
qualifying patient or personal caregiver for use by a qualifying patient 
for the treatment of a debilitating medical condition. 
(7) “Personal caregiver” means a person who is at least twenty‐one (21) 
years old who has agreed to assist with a qualifying patient's medical 
use of marijuana and has a caregiver identification card issued by the 
Department. A personal caregiver may assist no more than five (5) 
qualifying patients at one time. An employee of a hospice provider, 
nursing, or medical facility may serve as a personal caregiver to more 
than five (5) qualifying patients as permitted by the Department. 
Personal caregivers are prohibited from consuming marijuana obtained 
for the personal, medical use by the qualifying patient. 
(8) “Physician” means a physician who is licensed in Florida. 
(9) “Physician certification” means a written document signed by a 
physician, stating that in the physician's professional opinion, the 
patient suffers from a debilitating medical condition, that the potential 
benefits of the medical use of marijuana would likely outweigh the 
health risks for the patient, and for how long the physician 
recommends the medical use of marijuana for the patient. A physician 
certification may only be provided after the physician has conducted a 
physical examination of the patient and a full assessment of the 
patient’s medical history. 
(10) “Qualifying patient” means a person who has been diagnosed to 
have a debilitating medical condition, who has a physician certification 
and a valid qualifying patient identification card. If the Department 
does not begin issuing identification cards within nine (9) months after 
the effective date of this section, then a valid physician certification will 
serve as a patient identification card in order to allow a person to 
become a "qualifying patient" until the Department begins issuing 
identification cards. 
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(c) LIMITATIONS. 
(1) Nothing in this section shall affect laws relating to non‐medical use, 
possession, production or sale of marijuana. 
(2) Nothing in this section authorizes the use of medical marijuana by 
anyone other than a qualifying patient. 
(3) Nothing in this section allows the operation of a motor vehicle, boat, 
or aircraft while under the influence of marijuana. 
(4) Nothing in this law section requires the violation of federal law or 
purports to give immunity under federal law. 
(5) Nothing in this section shall require any accommodation of any on‐
site medical use of marijuana in any place of education or employment, 
or of smoking medical marijuana in any public place. 
(6) Nothing in this section shall require any health insurance provider or 
any government agency or authority to reimburse any person for 
expenses related to the medical use of marijuana. 
(d) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. The Department shall issue 
reasonable regulations necessary for the implementation and 
enforcement of this section. The purpose of the regulations is to ensure 
the availability and safe use of medical marijuana by qualifying patients. 
It is the duty of the Department to promulgate regulations in a timely 
fashion. 
(1) Implementing Regulations. In order to allow the Department 
sufficient time after passage of this section, the following regulations 
shall be promulgated no later than six (6) months after the effective 
date of this section: 
a. Procedures for the issuance of qualifying patient identification cards 
to people with physician certifications, and standards for the renewal of 
such identification cards. 
b. Procedures for the issuance of personal caregiver identification cards 
to persons qualified to assist with a qualifying patient’s medical use of 
marijuana, and standards for the renewal of such identification cards. 
c. Procedures for the registration of Medical Marijuana Treatment 
Centers that include procedures for the issuance, renewal, suspension, 
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and revocation of registration, and standards to ensure security, record 
keeping, testing, labeling, inspection, and safety. 
d. A regulation that defines the amount of marijuana that could 
reasonably be presumed to be an adequate supply for qualifying 
patients’ medical use, based on the best available evidence. This 
presumption as to quantity may be overcome with evidence of a 
particular qualifying patient’s appropriate medical use. 
(2) Issuance of identification cards and registrations. The Department 
shall begin issuing qualifying patient and personal caregiver 
identification cards, as well as begin registering Medical Marijuana 
Treatment Centers no later than nine months (9) after the effective 
date of this section. 
(3) If the Department does not issue regulations, or if the Department 
does not begin issuing identification cards and registering Medical 
Marijuana Treatment Centers within the time limits set in this section, 
any Florida citizen shall have standing to seek judicial relief to compel 
compliance with the Department’s constitutional duties. 
(4) The Department shall protect the confidentiality of all qualifying 
patients. All records containing the identity of qualifying patients shall 
be confidential and kept from public disclosure other than for valid 
medical or law enforcement purposes. 
(e) LEGISLATION. Nothing in this section shall limit the legislature from 
enacting laws consistent with this provision. 
(f) SEVERABILITY. The provisions of this section are severable and if any 
clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this measure, or an 
application thereof, is adjudged invalid by any court of competent 
jurisdiction other provisions shall continue to be in effect to the fullest 
extent possible. 
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No. 3
 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
 
ARTICLE V, SECTIONS 10, 11
 

(Legislature)
 

Ballot Title: 
Prospective Appointment of Certain Judicial Vacancies 

Ballot Summary: 
Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution requiring the 
Governor to prospectively fill vacancies in a judicial office to which 
election for retention applies resulting from the justice’s or judge’s 
reaching the mandatory retirement age or failure to qualify for a 
retention election; and allowing prospective appointments if a 
justice or judge is not retained at an election. Currently, the 
Governor may not fill an expected vacancy until the current justice’s 
or judge’s term expires. 

Full Text: 
ARTICLE V 
JUDICIARY 

SECTION 10. Retention; election and terms.— 
(a) Any justice or judge may qualify for retention by a vote of the 
electors in the general election next preceding the expiration of the 
justice’s or judge’s term in the manner prescribed by law. When If a 
justice or judge is ineligible for retention or fails to qualify for retention, 
a prospective vacancy is deemed to occur at the conclusion of the 
qualifying period for retention for the purpose of appointing a 
successor justice or judge, and a vacancy shall exist in that office upon 
the expiration of the term being served by the justice or judge. When a 
justice or judge so qualifies, the ballot shall read substantially as 
follows: “Shall Justice (or Judge) ...(name of justice or judge)... of the 
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...(name of the court)... be retained in office?” If a majority of the 
qualified electors voting within the territorial jurisdiction of the court 
vote to retain, the justice or judge shall be retained for a term of six 
years. The term of the justice or judge retained shall commence on the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in January following the general 
election. If a majority of the qualified electors voting within the 
territorial jurisdiction of the court vote to not retain, a prospective 
vacancy is deemed to occur immediately following the general election 
for the purpose of appointing a successor justice or judge, and a 
vacancy shall exist in that office upon the expiration of the term being 
served by the justice or judge. 
(b)(1) The election of circuit judges shall be preserved notwithstanding 
the provisions of subsection (a) unless a majority of those voting in the 
jurisdiction of that circuit approves a local option to select circuit judges 
by merit selection and retention rather than by election. The election of 
circuit judges shall be by a vote of the qualified electors within the 
territorial jurisdiction of the court. 
(2) The election of county court judges shall be preserved 
notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) unless a majority of 
those voting in the jurisdiction of that county approves a local option to 
select county judges by merit selection and retention rather than by 
election. The election of county court judges shall be by a vote of the 
qualified electors within the territorial jurisdiction of the court. 
(3)a. A vote to exercise a local option to select circuit court judges and 
county court judges by merit selection and retention rather than by 
election shall be held in each circuit and county at the general election 
in the year 2000. If a vote to exercise this local option fails in a vote of 
the electors, such option shall not again be put to a vote of the electors 
of that jurisdiction until the expiration of at least two years. 
b. After the year 2000, a circuit may initiate the local option for merit 
selection and retention or the election of circuit judges, whichever is 
applicable, by filing with the custodian of state records a petition signed 
by the number of electors equal to at least ten percent of the votes cast 
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in the circuit in the last preceding election in which presidential electors 
were chosen. 
c. After the year 2000, a county may initiate the local option for merit 
selection and retention or the election of county court judges, 
whichever is applicable, by filing with the supervisor of elections a 
petition signed by the number of electors equal to at least ten percent 
of the votes cast in the county in the last preceding election in which 
presidential electors were chosen. The terms of circuit judges and 
judges of county courts shall be for six years. 
SECTION 11. Vacancies.— 
(a)(1) Whenever a vacancy occurs in a judicial office to which election 
for retention applies, the governor shall fill the vacancy by appointing 
for a term ending on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January 
of the year following the next general election occurring at least one 
year after the date of appointment, one of not fewer than three 
persons nor more than six persons nominated by the appropriate 
judicial nominating commission. 
(2) Whenever a prospective vacancy occurs in a judicial office for which 
election for retention applies, the governor shall fill the prospective 
vacancy by appointing a justice or judge from among at least three 
persons but not more than six persons nominated by the appropriate 
judicial nominating commission. The term of the appointment 
commences upon the expiration of the term of the office being vacated 
and ends on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January of the 
year following the next general election. 
(b) The governor shall fill each vacancy on a circuit court or on a county 
court, wherein the judges are elected by a majority vote of the electors, 
by appointing for a term ending on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in January of the year following the next primary and general 
election occurring at least one year after the date of appointment, one 
of not fewer than three persons nor more than six persons nominated 
by the appropriate judicial nominating commission. An election shall be 
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held to fill that judicial office for the term of the office beginning at the 
end of the appointed term. 
(c) The nominations shall be made within thirty days from the 
occurrence of a vacancy or prospective vacancy unless the period is 
extended by the governor for a time not to exceed thirty days. The 
governor shall make the appointment within sixty days after the 
nominations have been certified to the governor. 
(d) There shall be a separate judicial nominating commission as 
provided by general law for the supreme court, each district court of 
appeal, and each judicial circuit for all trial courts within the circuit. 
Uniform rules of procedure shall be established by the judicial 
nominating commissions at each level of the court system. Such rules, 
or any part thereof, may be repealed by general law enacted by a 
majority vote of the membership of each house of the legislature, or by 
the supreme court, five justices concurring. Except for deliberations of 
the judicial nominating commissions, the proceedings of the 
commissions and their records shall be open to the public. 
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