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2017 Florida Stories Walking Tours 
(Updated January 2017) 
 
Application deadline: April 7, 2017 at 12pm (EST) 

All applicants must contact FHC to receive access to on-line application. 
No unsolicited or hard copy proposals will be accepted. 

Notification date: April 21, 2017 
Amount:  $5,000. Minimum 1:1 cost share required 
Contract Period: May 1, 2017 – December, 2017 
 
Under the guidance of the Florida Humanities Council (FHC), this initiative supports the creation of cultural, historical, 
and architectural walking tours for communities across the state of Florida. Tours must be walkable (up to 1.5 miles), 
include up to 12 significant locations, and the length should remain under four minutes per stop. In addition to the audio 
portion of the tour, each tour is complimented with a 4”x 9” printed full color rack card with tour stop icons and map. 
Tours should be inclusive of many different viewpoints, community histories, and include a variety of physical stops.  
 
The goals of this initiative are to: 
 

 explore the history and heritage of Florida 

 increase knowledge about and appreciation of local communities 

 connect small communities on a statewide platform  

 create an immersive humanities program that is both fun and educational 

 create sustainable and walkable cultural tourism products   

 build collaboration between community partners  
 
Estimated timeline for project activities: 

 
Project Directors Meeting – FHC office, St. Petersburg – Early May 2017 
 
May - June Rack card design / Audio tour Script Writing 
June/July Scripts due to FHC for editing and review / Collection of images for tour stops 
August  Studio recording/audio editing  
September Tours uploaded  
Fall 2017  Community launch events 

  
Eligibility/Selection Criteria  
Florida non-profit organizations including museums, historical societies, libraries, preservation groups, and city/county 
agencies are eligible to apply. Organizations will be selected for participation based on community need and geographic 
distribution of sites. All applicants must provide a minimum cost share equal to the funds provided by FHC. 
 
How to Apply 
To access an on-line application, host sites must first contact Lisa Lennox, Website Administrator, at llennox@flahum.org 
or 727-873-2018 to discuss their proposal and receive an application password. No unsolicited or hard-copy proposals 
will be accepted.  
 
Application Narrative: 

Applicants are required to respond to the following questions: 
1. Organization (2000 characters maximum) 

Describe your organization and the resources, staffing and partnerships that will allow you to successfully complete 
this project. Describe any previous grants or contracts you received from FHC.  

2. Community (2000 characters maximum) 
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Why is this initiative a good fit for your community? Why is your community the best place for a walking tour? Who 
is your intended audience? (2000 characters maximum) 

3. Tourism (2000 characters maximum) 
Describe current tourism development efforts in your community. 

4. Content (2000 characters maximum) 
What themes or topics will the tour cover? Tours should be inclusive of many different viewpoints, community 
histories, and include a variety of physical stops.  (2000 characters maximum) 

5. Scholarship (2000 characters maximum) 
Who will write the scripts? What are their qualifications? Explain why this person(s) has been selected for this 
project. (2000 characters maximum) 

6. Marketing/Launch Event (2000 characters maximum) 
1. What is your marketing timeline for the Florida Stories app before and after launch? 
2. Organizing a Community Launch event is required. What media will you use to publicize the app? 
3. How will you use this event to kick off a sustained effort to encourage visitors and citizens to use the app? 

 
Required Support Documents: 

The following forms and documents must be uploaded to complete the application process.  
1. Cost Share Detail – You must use the form provided. The sponsoring organization must detail a minimum 1:1 cost 

share that includes any expenditures for project implementation that are not covered by FHC funds as well as any 
cash or in‐kind goods and/or services to be received from other sources. See attached budget instructions for more 
information. 

2. Letters of support/commitment from scholars and/or partnering agencies who may assist with the cost share, 
development and/or marketing of the project. You must also include resumes from any scholars who have agreed to 
participate.  

3. Complete list of tour stops with a brief description. No more than 2 pages. See example. 
4. Provide one complete stop as an example, must include:  

1. One Image of stop to create an icon that will represent the location on the rack card.  
2. The physical address of the stop that we will use for GPS mapping.  
3. Sample script for one proposed stop, this draft should be 2-3 pages double spaced. 
4. Companion images that will be used in the tour stop.  
See example. 

5. A map of the community with proposed stops. (A Google map image with pins is perfectly acceptable.) To create 
your own Google Map with Pins, login into Google, and then click here.  See example. 

6. Copy of an estimate from a professional printing company for 3,000 rack cards.  
7. Additional support materials are optional and may include; current walking tour brochures or maps, examples of 

marketing materials you are using or have used in the past, and/or guides to historic sites in your community. 
 
All uploaded files cannot exceed 3mb each.  Preferable file format is Word doc or pdf.  
 
Any questions please contact: 
Lisa Lennox, Florida Stories Coordinator 
727-873-2018 or llennox@flahum.org 
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Budget Instructions: 
Florida Stories Walking Tours 

 

PROJECT EXPENDITURES ($5,000): 

 
All funds for the Florida Stories Walking Tours will be allocated to FHC professional contractors to cover the cost of 
the graphic design, script editing, recording studio fees, voice talent and final sound editing and engineering. FHC will 
produce invoices that will be submitted to project directors to make timely payments to contractors: 

 
GRANT EXPENDITURES ($5,000): 

 Studio Space for Audio Recording and Sound Engineer - $1625 

 Voice Talent and Script Editor - $1375 

 Design - $2000  
The design fee includes a custom designed map, icon images of all stops, and a print ready rack card. FHC and the 

communities will jointly own copyright and will be able to use, reuse and distribute as necessary. (Note: Design does 

not include printing costs of rack card, which is required in cost share.)   

 
COST SHARE DETAIL: 
Applicants are required to provide a cash and/or in-kind cost share at least equal to $5,000. Cost share must include any 
program expenses not completely covered by FHC funds as well as staffing and volunteer support for all aspects of 
program implementation. Cost share may include: 

 
 Project Directors’ Meeting – Travel Expenses 

All Project Directors are required to attend a Project Directors’ meeting in Early-May in St. Petersburg, FL. 
 Scholar/expert fees 

A scholar or expert will need to write a script for each tour stop (up to 12). Each script should be 2-3 pages double 
spaced. The scholar/expert will also be required to write short and long descriptions of each stop. 

 Image fees 
Cost for obtaining images from third parties like Florida Memory or iStock.  

 Printing costs 
Affiliates will be required to print at least 3,000 rack cards and provide 250 to the Florida Humanities Council for 
statewide distribution. Printing must meet FHC standards, which will be discussed at Project Directors’ Meeting. 
Printing can also include banners, newspaper ads, and other marketing materials. 

 Marketing/Launch Event 
Affiliates will be required to host a Launch Event that will be free and open to the public. The event should 
include members of the local media, partners, and local government. The FHC will provide a press release for 
distribution. Invitations should be sent to all area elected officials. Any printed or online marketing materials 
must include the Florida Humanities Council Logo and be pre-approved by FHC.  

 
ADDITIONAL FHC SUPPORT: 
In addition to funding, FHC will provide the following to each site: 
 Management of script editing, audio recording, uploading all content into the app, attending the Launch 

Event and other oversight as needed. 
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Required document #3 – List of tour stops and brief descriptions  
 
Florida Stories: Walk DeLand 
 
#1 - The tour would begin on the Stetson University Campus along N Woodland 
Blvd in front of DeLand Hall one of the oldest structures in town. Here is where a 
history of the campus as well as its connection with city pioneer Henry A. DeLand 
will be made. 
 
The walk will then head S, past the President's House, mentioning its background 
and stopping at the corner of Woodland Blvd and Michigan Ave. At this point, 
reference will be made to the DeLand House Museum down the street to the W, 
home so the WVHS. This is when the very early history of the town can be shared 
with the arrival of DeLand. Reference can also be made to the Historic District 
adjacent the WVHS Conrad Complex. 
 
#2 - The second stop would be at Painter's Park and relate the first of the several 
murals in town, explaining its significance, the firsts industries in town, the African 
American presence, early hotels, and railroad. The tour would then make its way 
back toward Woodland Blvd heading S. 
 
#3 - Third stop would be The Opera House, relating to the printing 
businesses/cultural center that this was. The early skating rink would be spoken 
of. The tour would then make its way onto Indiana Ave. 
 
#4 - Fourth stop would be along Indiana Ave and its several historic buildings, the 
Busnell’s Grocery/Allen Druggist & Jewelers, the First Movie House from the silent 
movie era, and the early Post Office. 
 
#5 - Continuing W the fifth stop would be The Athens Theater and its colorful 
history and role in the community over the years, Vaudeville acts and silent films 
that were performed there, and its recent restoration. 
 
#6 - Working its way back toward the E, the tour would make its sixth stop in 
rotunda of the old Courthouse where a complete Florida history can then be 
depicting through the information shared on the paintings of artist Jackson 
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Walker lining the walls of the first couple of floors of the rotunda of this historic 
courthouse. 
 

#7 - The seventh stop would be on the corner of Indiana and Woodland with its 
vintage buildings where the histories of the First Public Building which functioned 
as a school house/community church will be shared, and what was Wilcox Saloon 
related to The Great Fire of 1886, and the National Bank building/DeLand’s first 
skyscraper will be described. 
 
#8 - Stop eight will point out the Dreka Theater and Dreka Building, DeLand 
second movie house and large department store located to the E down New York 
Ave. 
#9 - Stop nine will explain the story behind the large mural dedicated to DeLand 
Naval Air Station and mention the several other murals to be found on Deland’s 
other streets. 
 
# 10 - The tenth stop will be along Georgia Ave where the Iron Works and the 
1925 commercial heritage of DeLand existed. The link/connection to present day 
restoration history can be conveyed through the repurposing of the buildings 
here and the rebirth of cultural activity found along Artisan Alley off of Georgia 
Ave. 
 
#11 - The eleventh stop would be on the corner of Woodland Blvd and Howry Ave 
beside the old Masonic Lodge/commercial buildings and DeLand's first churches. 
 
#12 - The twelfth and last stop of this initial tour would be outside the Artisan Inn 
found diagonally across the street. The history of this hotel and its restoration will 
be told and all along the route, the growth, disasters (such as the fire), expansion 
in war time, and the cultural contributions of DeLand different communities 
blending to create its unique sense of place will be pointed out with mention and 
reference to other sites of interest. 
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Required document #4 – One complete tour stop 

Florida Stories: Walk DeLand 

Tour Stop #7 HISTORIC COURT HOUSE 

Icon Image:  

 

Physical Address: 421 N Woodland Blvd, DeLand, FL 32720 

Short Description: The old Court House building sits on land donated by Henry 

DeLand. At one time, a political struggle took place over placement of the County 

Seat at this location. The architecture of the structure and rotunda are in the 

grand neo-classical design. A chime still sounds from the clock tower. The rotunda 

ceiling is decorated in stained glass and the walls are adorned with the historical 

Florida paintings of Jackson Walker. The interior of the Court House and paintings 

are only open to the public during weekdays. Adjacent the Court House is the 

tranquil setting of Chess Park. 
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Audio Recording Script: 

Heading eastward towards Woodland Boulevard, 

you'll see the historic Volusia County Courthouse on 

the south side of Indiana Avenue. DeLand’s first 

attorney, Arthur George Hamlin, was nearly shot over 

this building.  

In 1888 a struggle over moving the County 

Courthouse became known as the County Seat War. 

The County Seat was in the town of Enterprise, south 

of here. A proposal to move the County government 

to DeLand brought rallies and demonstrations of 

protest.  Hamlin returned home from work one night 

to find a hostile crowd waiting for him.  A few 

minutes later someone in the crowd took a shot at 

him.  Fortunately Hamlin was not injured. The dispute 

was finally settled at the ballot box when the larger 

population of DeLand out-voted the less populated 

Enterprise.   

Today's building is the City of DeLand’s second 

courthouse and Volusia County’s fourth. It was 

completed in 1929 in the grand neo-classical design of public buildings from that 

era.  The outside is set with huge columns and marble steps. The building is 
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topped with a large dome and clock. Like 

Westminster the clock chimes every fifteen minutes 

and can be heard throughout the city.   

The courthouse is open to the public Monday 

through Friday from eight AM to five PM. Inside, the 

high center rotunda is lined with fluted Corinthian columns supporting the vaulted 

arches of the stained-glass ceiling inside the dome.  In 2001, most government 

operations were moved to a newer County Courthouse on Alabama Avenue. The 

historic courthouse still remains in County government use because the original 

deed from Henry DeLand stipulates that the land that he donated for the 

Courthouse will revert to his heirs if it is ever used for another purpose.   

Today the rotunda is the showplace for the collection of artist Jackson Walker’s 

Legendary Florida series of paintings. These oil paintings depict dramatic scenes 

from Florida’s history and line the walls of the main 

and second floors of the rotunda. Walker’s paintings 

are especially interesting in that somewhere in each 

one is the image of a snake. Can you find them all? 

As you continue eastward along Indiana Avenue, you 

will glimpse Chess Park and the mural “A Conversation over Chess,” it is the first 

of the town's collection of murals. It depicts the city’s diversity during the 1920s 

and is the only mural not in multiple colors.  You can actually play chess on the 

tables here in the park near the water feature. Even if you don’t play chess, this 

'pocket park' provides a peaceful retreat from the hustle and bustle of traffic. 
 

 



Florida Stories: Walk DeLand

Tour Stops

Stop 1: Historical Society

Stop 2: DeLand Hall

Stop 3: Painters Pond

Stop 4: Opera House 

Stop 5: Allen's Corner

Stop 6: Athens Theatre

Stop 7: Historic Courthouse

Stop 8: High Rise

Stop 9: Air Station Mural

Stop 10: Dreka Building

Stop 11: Iron Works

Stop 12: Artisan Inn



Florida Stories: Walk DeLand Rack Card  

Required document #6 - Printing estimate:  

Rack Card, 4” x 9” White Cardstock Cover, 4 colors front in Full Color ink,  

4 colors back in Full Color ink 

 

Front of Rack Card           Back of Rack Card

   




